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5 VERY, dne nba bash any e 
with the writings of infidets, muſt know; 
| that, there is no topie vn which they 
io6ſt at greater length, or with more plauſibi- 
ly, than the innumerable ſets and parties into 
which the Chriſtian . N ; | | 
| apparent triumph do. they enlarge, on 
tradictory tenets, which different pers m_—_ 
to found upon: the ſame ſcriptures, their violent 
oppoſition one to another, ard the great dif- 
ficulty, or rather impoſſibility of diſcovering 
truth, among ſo. many, who: pretend each to 
have the entire and excluſive poſſeſſion of it. 
Having gone thus far, it is eaſy and natural 
to proceed one ſiep farther and affirm, ihat te 
great plurality of every denomination, do nor- 
embrace religion in general, or the tenets of 
their own ſe& in particular, from rational or 
perſonal conviction, but from a blind imitation 
of others, or an attachment to one or a fe di- _ = 
ſtinguiſhed leaders, whoſe authority is ſtronger | _ 
than all other evidence whatever, Thus is religi- . = 
"8 * 
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dn, at onee ſuppoſed true and yet 

that is to ſay, it is at one ſtroke, as it were trol ies 
hilated; in almoſt aff who profeſs it, their Gin, ij 
ons, whatever they are in themſelves, being u Wl Joe 
more than im plicit faith and Fury proj 

thoſe” who embrace them. 

The ſame, viſible ſtare of the votkd) id 5. 
gives occaſion of triumph to the enemies of re. Wil | 
ligion, gives, often, no ſmall uneaſineſs and 25 ; 
xiety to its friends, particularly to the beſt ad F 
moſt diſpaſſionate of every party. Serious a .; 
conſcientious perſons,” when they reflect upon WW «; 
the diviſions that prevail, when they are u. 75 
neſſes to the contention and mutual accuſation 
of different parties, are ready to be overiheln- 
ed with melancholy upon the proſpect, as wel 
as involved in doubt and perplexity, as to-whit 
courſe they hemſelves ſhould hold. It is not 
uncommon to find perſons of eyery rank in thi 
ſtuation, not only thoſe of better education, | 
Who are able to take an extenſive view of the 
ſtate of things, in this and in preceeding ages; 
but alſo thoſe of leſs. knowlege and compreher- | 
Lon, when any violent debares happen to fil 
5 -ichia the ſphere of their own obſervation. *' 

| Theſe teaſom have induced me to make choict 
of the paſſage now read as the ſubje of dif 
courſe at this iy ze; It contains the rule to which 
our Saviour appeals in his controverſy wich the 
Phariſees, and by which he, once and again, de- 
1 thei ret el be judged. [ ap- 
7 5 ; prehend 


* 


n 


from the the co context, that. e 
ly Septet to their characters and their. princi- 
ples, their integrity before God in their offices 
rs of others, and the ſoundneſs of their 
dotrine as to ite effects upon thoſe who ſhould 
receive it. Theſe two things are, indeed, in a 
great meaſure connected together, or rather they 
are mutually involved i in one another, Fer je it 


8 A < 3 


2 2  diſlin&tion between them, 5 
What is further propoſed, through the allt 
ance of divine 1 þ in the: rad den of Bis 


ſubjeRt, i te + oy re . : 14 0 + >. #5 + £ £5 "4 „ 


* — 4 
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j To how, that "the rule bas: given. by our $4- | 

Vour is the beſt that could have been given, 
PFs that it is Tufficient to ee truth 
ſrom error. 2 e nm TT I 


25 > ? 14 : bas 5 9 
5 9 . : ; 
1 * 4 5 3 i wu © ©, 


| vo That this is in fact the rule by which al ita 

men, and, indeed, mankind in gener?l,-fo far 

as they are ſincere, do Judge, of e <p 

ciples and pretenſions. 1 

II. To 9 00 with forme: refleaions ah 
ſubject for the benefit wu 6 AG fp and 


nn Ws * £58 bit. | ; 103: 


13 the firſt 3 ER it-is . a 
4 the rule here given by our Saviour is the 
beſt that. could have been given, and that it is 

ſufficient to diſtinguiſli truth from error. To 
. 1 5 lay 


A hs 


begin by ſet ing, in as preciſe a — 
ble, the meaning of the rule, and to what caſect 
can be juſtly applied. Te ſhall know them by the 
fruits, faith our Saviour That is to ſay; whey | 
any perſon aſſumes the eharacter of à Wits 
teacher, and| propoſes any thing to your bent 
as from God, ſee whether its fruits be really ſoj, 
able to its pretenſions: particularly, you are w 
lay down this as a principle, that, as he is 
in his nature; every thing. that proceeds from 
him muſt be holy in its tendency, and produce 
holineſs as its fruit. In proportion as you ſee this 
effect in him who teaches it, and thoſe who em- 
- brace it, ſo, receive it as true, or reject it as ſalſe, 
© By laying down the rule io theſe terms 1 4s Wl #/ 
not mean to deny, that, when a revelation is firs vi 
propoſed as from God, or when the credit of ll ts 
ſuch revelation i in general i is examined, miracles me 
are a diſtin and concluſive proof of a divine Wil 
commiſſion. Iam perſuaded that nothing is more Wil m 
vague and indeterminate, and, at the ſame tine, Wil ® 
more manifeſt inverting the natural order of th 
things, than to ſay with ſome; We mult judge by 
of the truth of a miracle by the nature of the | 
doctrine in ſupport of which it is wrought; and, b 
if this laſt is worthy of God, we may then admit ll ® 
the honorary teſlimony of the mighty work in i 
its behalf. They do not attend to the great ig- k 
norance of man in all ſpiritual and divine things 
without revelation, and to the boldneſs of hu- 
Ye | 4 | man 


ic WT » - 1 

. prey whos ſptek in 2hils manner 
nber include this as one of the proper fruits 
of a divine commiſſion to reach any new doe 
ins, that ſigns be given of a ſuperior por uo 
companying the” prophet." Thus we ſee the 3e 
wade: this: detband of our Saviour, 'What gn 


died in aſking new ſigus of their own deviſing, 
he condemnstheir obſtinacy and refuſes to gratify 
1. Notwithſtanding this, we find him often ap- 
pealing to bis works as an atteſtation of the truth 
of his miſſion: thus he ſays, Believe me 'that 1 
am in the Father and the Father in me, or elſe 
telieve me for the very works fake. And eiſe· 


that none other inan did, they had not had ſin : but 
mw they have both ſeen, and hated both me an 
my Father t. Agreeably to this, we find Nicode- 
mus drawing the concluſion, Rabbi we know thou - 
art a teacher come from God, for no man can do 
the miracles that Shou deft n _ be dev 
lim g. 

There is no 8 3 hc: this _ 
be inſepatably joined with a purity of character, 


ing, it gives the juſteſt ground of ſuſpicion, 
leads to the ſtricteſt examination of miraculous 


Forts 30. + Jobs xi vr. 11. 1 Johnny 24. 


ohn Uli. 2. | 


preten- 


Wn 77 


oft thou then, that we may fee and beliene 
thee P What duft v bon wor It is true, in ſome 
;nſtances, when, after many miracles, they per. 


where, I I had not done among them the mer, 


and ſanctity of purpoſe. When theleare want» | 


3 as are fte For —— poly. 
_ cellenceofthe rule laid down by our Saviour „i 
3 - _  tho' reaſon may be very unt te paſs an inden 
dlent judgment upon truth and error, con 
may. Wich ittle danger of miſtake, rejett va 
ken. and yield its approbation to what is goo, 
But what L have chiefly in view is, that ſup 

| poſing the. x th of the goſpel in general, py 
ticular opinions and practices muſt be itied ij 
this manner. As the goſpel is allowed on al 
bands 10 be a dectrine according to godlineh 
i derte: 5 each oppoſite in 


by = ule of decifion is, which dot 
iately, and moſt certainly, promo 
rolineſs in all manner of converlaio 1 


2 every: rite. oo pralle in 
en ene el and tried wy 


ee | 
worchip * 


pariieular mention. is included! in, or is . a part ks 
and branch of the other. To paſs a judgment WF 
3 characters is of very ſmall moment f _ 

| remptory deciſion of this kind is w 


, 75 and i ee ee when it 


e ſuppofed- to exhibit, in th K . 
.on i. 


E: 90 . 


on practice, 8 ee forile and 1. | 
ae elielrpeidcipled. If on them they have 
cf nin good there is not the leaſt pre- 
ce fot A _ vihets. TROY: e 


ication' of this rule, fave to bbſerve from the 
context, that fair and plauſible pretences, either 


2 
care, as being moſt ready to dertive 


115 trial muſt be more by facts chan by rea: 
ſoning, as is implied in the very language uſed 


The excellency of this rule may be compre. 


Pr OD i Be © = 8 nd 28 


oh, les rertalnty. 24y, its perſpiculcys : 
-The firſt of theſe will admit of little diſpute. As 


" 


— — 


and that ſyſtem of divine truth whirh they con · 
tin, every thing by way of opinion, or practice, 
that pretends to derive its authority from them, 
may lawfully be tried by this rule, Wie mate 
us more holy than before 

It is of moment ve alert thas this 
role bath a deep and ſolid foundation. Ii pro- 


ceeds upon the ſuppoſition, that all natural are 


n. to moral ä that even the no- 
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or characters, muſt beexainiaied with 


in the text, by their. Jruits ye ſbull uu nen. | 
hended | under the two following particultits, 1 5 


Codisinfinitely holy in his own nature, every di · 
covery that he has made to any of his creatures, 
muſt earty this impreſſion upon it, and have n 
tendency to promote holineſs in them: And, as 
this is maniſeftly the deſign of the ſacted oracleb, 
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infinite in: 


: parate his natu 
Sallence, or could we ſuppoſe them joined th 


of wars 4 ir 


te 16 5 


or in other Fords, that truth is im order to gef 


mighty pow „ his infinite wiſdom, or the in. 


menſity of his Being, that the glory of God diet 
hut in his immaculate: holineſ a0 
Each part of the divine cn 


e ee rota e * 


is the ubion F greatneſs and goodneſs that mib 


him truly God.. Bis moral excellence become 
ue and efficacy dy reſiding in at 

Hut if it were poſſible to (6 
abperfeRtions {gag moral ex. 


iv dale Labjo 


of diſpoſizion, he would be the. ptc- 
A, 'Uet us 8 ſpeak | it with nmr . 


= of . truth. ' Theſe 46 


promoting * bolineſs 5 thei in- 
ſufficieney of error and falſhood for this pur- 
poſe. If theſe were not both alike certain; the 


| ns 1 be equivocal and abſurd. If * by 


* abilities are * Glu 
able, s they ate ſublerxient to moral perfeionj | 


(as has been often ſaid) in N 


Mie is the proper woos 


PEBEEPSSSR. 


* * 
hh 
. 


— „ oO. 
believing lies could atiatn to Ty 
and true holinefs, adds emen effect could: 
not in the leaſt ſerve to diſtinguiſh between'truth - 
ad error. It is n leſb plain that if ſo abſurd. 2. 
@ppoſition is admitted but for à moment, the 
alve of truth is WHOIly deſtroyed, and no Wie 
wan will employ his time and pains in endes 
ouring to engen to communicate, or to . 


a AZ. . 1 115 2518515 271 of Sac 


3 of this rule, is its 229 cut) The 
it is not only 'ſure'and infallible in itſe W 
| pable of an eaſy application by thoſe who have 
occaſion to uſe it. Here, if any where; there ig 
room for doubt and diſputation.” Here, it 5 
be alledged;) all the confuſſon and uticertbitty 
returns, which was before complained of; === 
for which a remedy. was required, "Men will lt 
differ im their opinions as to hat᷑ is true 1 
refs. Beſides, they will ſtill debate the ſincerity 


| unavoidable conſequence on the other. © 
This however is no more than the nec b 


be denied, and it may, without any heſitation, 
be confeſſed, that men are fable to err, and that 


many have erred in the application of this rule. 


But, who can from thence juſtly infer, that it is 


not of ſufficient clearneſs, to direct thoſe who 


will 


of many pretenſions, and the realityof many ap- 
pearances ; and; as art and bypoerify: will always ; 
be uſed on the one hand, deluſion muſt be the = 


 conſequetice of human imperfection. It cannot 
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avan?:-51 4d file aifith co: e, 


£ Te pleaſe: to unte bls law Upon thehay | - 
e et fr6. And tbe gras lives of dun, Wil, 
NS | however obſcured by aur original apotacy, us Wil ; 
I ill: ſo viſib a9 to affurd an opportunity of It 
= | judging, what condudt and pratiice is, or law 5 
== agreeable to its diftates. It will be found um Wl. 
experience; that men are able to determine on * 
wi point, with fan greater certainty; thanons 0 

6 ny other fubject of religion : that is to-lay;they 4 


can perceive the excellencyof the end, when they 
ate in much doubt abqut the means, in thens 


9 felves, or ſeparately conſidered. ; 
ority hath! nature couſciente; fil c 
| dee Nene abr 


6 Bus, Alpa 8 
ut ta abſerve, that every one is - + 
ſurer judgment on the moral b 


Sandler of a Ang than his -n. The pal. 
heart brivgs a corrupt bisſs an dhe a 
Jacgmeßt, zn a man's own caſe, and makes 

te and defend thoſe ſins; to which he 
5 inelined, or of which he hath been 
already guilty : whereas in determining the cha⸗ 
racters of others, : this biaſs is leſs ſenſibly felt, 
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1 or in ic e 'refpi gien 

ad 7 in the world} where id. 

* t'n arri are N * we Intereſts of 7 
ag Fre Water, t SOT Et e . | 
* One Aug r rt ence of Wi rule ts, its be „„ 

n uns tbe molt univerfalty kutelligible. Nee 5 
” xo the capacity of men of alt degrees of under+ . „ 
dn fandiig. There is little difference, if any, in this = 
N - betweeh Re re the | WO 
| hat and the ignorant.” Perhaps this e _ : 
* ſince alone ot t give it, m-jnftice, the | 1 4 
* preference, to every © other teſt of religious N : 


2505 Religion is the concern of all alike, 404 
therefore, what relates to it ſould'be oßen to 
al, 1t vas title chascber, and the glory of the 
gopel, at its Hrſt publication, that it Was preach- 
ech to the phor. And; by this it is NſUinguiſh, | 


but, eſpecially, from thoſe philoſophical ſpecula- - 

tions, in which the enemies of all religion place 

tbeit chief ſrength. When we peruſe a ſyſtem 

or theory of moral virtue, the principles of 

which are very refined, or the reaſoniag upon „ 
i abſtracted and above the comprehenſidn of the 4 
valgar, it may be ingenious, but it carries in it- 
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aa demonſtration, that, becauſe it is unfit, > 
4 could never be intended "Bt general mn $ 


Here, then; lies the great advantage of the rule 
kid down by our * Savionr. The bulk of man- 
. 5 „ os | 
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ed, not only from many or moll falſe religions, ED - | - 
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kind, 1 hae of lower rank, „and even thoſe, 
them of weakeſt or leaſt cultivated; 1 
ing, are able to judge of the effects of Principle, 
or to ſee the beauty of an excellent chamdg, 
when they are not able to examine: a.d arne 
or epprebe d the reaſoning upon. which it 


founded. | he dictates of conſcience. are often 
| immediate d clear, when the deduction of. 
reaſon are C 0g and involved. . To make intt. 


E = 2 3-45, DS. =: . I. 


cate reſearches in theory, requices great. natun 
abilities, wh' ch are, the portion of. very; few; by 
to judge of a viſible" character requires oply x an 
| impartial ſe ſe of right. and wrong... Of this the 
plain man is as ſuſceptible as the moſt acute by 
nature, or th. moſt enlightened by education, 
In God Almighty, infinite knowlege and infinit 
holineſs are united „and, we have reaſon to think 
that, i in their perfection; they are inſeparable, 
, by. experience, | that they do not 
bear an era proportion to one Locher i in u. 


There may 05 and there often 3 is, great virtue 
neſs in a mean capacity, and RL 
pravity in perſons of eminent ability. 

From theſc 4 conſiderations i it is plain that this 

rule of trying a doctrine by. its effects, as a met 
| by 3 its fruits, may be applied by the 'meaneſt 25 
well as the greateſt, and. with as litile danger of 
miſtake. Perhaps it might have been ſafely af 
firmed with b 6 Kaner el . miſtake. Great in- 
A to 4 5 © 165 79 tele 


of every lind ure dry — well che wind 
with p ride and felf*coneeit, than which no diſ- 


tk. This ſcems to be confirmed dy experi- 
ence, and it is plagaly the view given us of our 
t ſtate in the holy ſcriptures. Thus the a- 


| thit not many wiſe nen after the fleſh, not many 


choſen the fooliſh things of the world, to confound 
the wiſe; and Cod hath choſen the weak things of 
| the world to confound the things which are migh- 
ty, and baſe things of the world, and things which 
are deſpiſed. hath God choſen, yea, and things 


one STE. DO..aG A == ©... 2 S := > AH Be 


vidence, in the following terms, In that hour fe- 
ſus rejoiced in Mrit, and ſaid, Tthank thee, 0 


for fo it feemed good in thy fight f. 


1755 kfkerenkes even among the beſt; but, from 


1 9 9 1 
"If 4 EO N K 27 44 3 3 


re Aa - 


| ah, 10 i (ves eo ke 21. _ 
| 8 > 18 Tj + 


n is, in itfelf more * odious i in the ſight of 
God, or more unfavourable to the diſcovery 'of 


pollle Pant ſays, Te; fee your calling brethren, how - 


' mighty, not many: noble are called. But God bath 


which are not, to bring 10 nog bt things that are: 
that no fleſb ſhould glory i in hes preſence f. For 
the very ſame thing we find our bleſſed Redeemer | 
at the depth and ſovereignty of divine pro- 


Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hut 
hid theſe things from the Wiſe and prudent, and 
haſt revealed them unto babes: even w/e Father 


"Miſtakes; however, after all there will be, and 


—_—_— 


3 3 — 
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pital and fundamental errors holly to rejed, 
but alſo in what particulars, to exereiſe mutui 
forbearance, and, tho ſmaller differences ſtill ub. 
fiſt, to receive one another te the glory of Gl. 
If in any perſon or perlons, of wha 


T pr. 
you pereeive the ſpirit of true and undefiled ; re. 
e accepted of God, and ſhould not 


ligion, they al 
be condemned by you. This. ovght,.not.in.j Jus 
flice, to induce. you to approve or embrace eve. 
1 one of their principles, or every part of their 

practice, of which perhaps you have ſeen or felt 
the bad tendency; yet ſhouldi it engage you to 
love them with unfeigned affection, as ſincere, 


though, in ſome, meaſure; miſtaken-ſervann of 


our common Le e re 
I hope it appea ; from t the e 


8 vations, that this rule, of trying every. principle 


or profeſſion | y its fruits, is the beſt that could 
have been given, It is certain and infallible in 
icſelf, and we are leſs liable to miſtake in the uſe 


of it, than of any other. There ſeems, ene 


he an exaſt analogy between this rule in 
ous matters, and reaſon in our common — Gi 
concerns. R 


| of human life, There is, certainly, an * 
| | | 2 Th —- di 6 


2 


ſon is the beſt guide and director 


5 1 n * G i 8 1 
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or del euemy: and nothing does more hurt 


between wiſdom and folly, i in PRA 


| rye of things. They are alſo ſenſibly oppoſite 
to ons another in their extremes. Innumerable 


actignd however; there are, or modes of action, 
of a more douhtful and diſputable nature, as to 


wo men would he entirely of the ſame opinion. 
Let the enemy of religion make the. application, 
who denies its reality, becauſe all good men are 
not of the ſame mind; or becauſe there are dif- 
ferent parties and profeſſions who oppoſe; one a: 
nother in ſome opinions and practices. He acts 
juſt the ſame. part, as he, who ſeeing the differen- 
ces of judgment among men, upon almoſt every 
ſubject that falls under their deliberation, ſnould 


renounce the uſe of reaſon, or deny that there | 


is, in nature, any ſuch thing. 
We now proceed to the A ring propoſ- 
ed, to ſhow, that the rule above explained and 


defended, is that by which, in fact, all ſerious 


, and, indeed, mankind in general, ſo far 
28 they are ſincere, do judge of m maren | 


- ples and pretenſions. 


Zy ſerious perſons, n all Ke 
are truly religious, in oppoſition to thoſe who 
have. only à nominal and cuſtomary. profeſſion. 
If we would ſpeak-with preciſion, or reaſon in a 
juſt and coneluſive manner, we muſt keep this 
diſtinction conſtantly in view. Nothing does 
more harm to any cauſe than a treacherous friend 


B 3 to 


to) „ 


— 

— - * 
7 * * 
= 2k 4 
\ = 

: . * a | 2 » 

8 p . a I 
41 RED — — — — —  —— 


4 
* 
- © g 
PP 


the wiſdom or weakneſs of which, hardly any 


* 
Dr Pe "Og 


mo 


tone Oe 

OW ERS oe — 

* ,. as , 2 * % 
7 | g 


ſider religion as 
ſy of thoſe who 


neſs of thoſe who have not renounced the pro. 
| order to its being true, it muſt 
be impoſfble for 


feſſion; as if in 


were the caſe, 1 
partial enquiry. 
taken away, the 
compelled. This, 
wiſdom of man 

to the ſaperior 
come — and here 


Suppoſing, t 
on between real 
the firſt character 
party, are ſo far 
of implicit faith 
fra) and udher 


e — dei while 1  M 


e, may be ee manifeſt. 


LN 


The fallacy of almoſt all 
infidels lies here. They con. | 
anfwerable for all the hypoerl. 

profeſs it, and all the wicked. 


any to counterfeit it. If that 
thanks would be due to im- 
All colour of objection being 
fent would not be yielded, but 
, doubtleſs, the preſumptuom 
rdinarily dictates, but according 
wiſdom of God offences muſt 


er alſo, that'they that afe a 


efore, the i Wipe ner diſtinct 

and nominal Chriſtians, all of 
r, of every ape, and of every 
from being under the influence 
that they try the truth by its 
e to it for its effects. There is 


fomething more 
. than barely a rati 


in the caſe of rays good man, 


1 
religion in general, from the arguments adduted ie 
to ſupport it. T 0 truths of the goſpel give him mc 
ſuch a view of himſelf, and his own' ſtate, as ex- Wo 
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perience ſhews him to be true. In the goſpel be 
opoſed for his guilt and miſe · 
FE | 17. 


tor 


nv AAS: is ity ſuited to bis feltcomdi. : 
don. Add te both theſe;'that he immediately ex- 

jences its happy effect; not only in lying "the 

4 foundation for his peaee, but in Operating 
thorough change in his heart and life. Thus 
ath every real Chriſtian, an inward and expe- | 
mental proof of the truth of the goſpel) not 
ntrary, but ſuperior to, ſtronger and more 


lable than any ſpeculative reaſoning. / In this 
enſe we are to underſtand the words of the a- 


oſtle John, He that believeth on the Son of God 
lath the witneſs in himfe(f *," This is common 
o all real believers of whatever. denomination, 

who not only are perfectly agreed in the eſſen⸗ 
jals oſ religion, but much more agreed in eve- 
iy thing material, than they themſelves either 
clesrly apprehend, or are willing to confeſs. 
- $0 far every good man muſt beacquitted from 
the charge of implicit faith; we may adopt con- 

erning all fuch the words of our Saviour to Pe- 
ter, Bleſſed art thou Simon Barjana: For fleſh 
und blood hath not revealed it unto thee; but my 
Father which is in heaven f. It is no leſs plain, 
that, in every thing that is ſuppoſed to make a 
part of, or that hath any connexion with reli- 
gion, they judge by the fame rule. In all theſe 
modes of opinion in leſſer matters, in all theſe 

een een which eee to NE one. _ | 
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©  ceed upon-the ſame. general rule, vin. 


appears fro 


| wayof exp ae de trim, and thoſe practicey 
and, for that very teaſon muſt be, mod gat 


mankind s/n > better than implicit faith; The 


rity and example of others: This, indeed; doeh 
_ to the ſubſtance of religion, in any good 


| haps, not ſo blameable as many art᷑ apt to imagine, 


rent, nay, in .oppolite. ways, yet 39 455 


ence, eder eee Tope, e 
| the reaſoning. * fide, 
religious diſpytes. This principle as comng 
to both is often expreſily mentioned, and an 
manifeſtly implied; that thoſe doctrines or thy 


which are it 


t moſt conducive to holineſs; , are 


to the will of God.” | 

eee | have chlefly in view is, an how 
—— this appears, from the very fact uſulp 
device pve, that the religion of almoſt al 


fact, I mean is, that the bull of mankind is great 
ty ſwayed; in the choice of opinion, by the autho- 


not hold ſo generally as is commonly ſuppoſed, 
We have ſeen above, that it doth not hold, with 


; for in this he will call no man maſtet on 
ae But even when it does hold, it is, per- 


Let it be admitted then, that, in many inſtances, 
iority and example. of men, more 
1 reaſon that een the judg · 


of mankind, 40 even, in ſome 
Mea; 
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zin will a profligate, or one manifeſtly eſtitute 


Nat or attempt to draw away diſciplexafteribim. 
isthe ſuppoſed piety and probity of the perſou 


rious part of, mankind, and, indeed, wich man- 
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ile and otherwiſe, moſt admired. talents; Who · 
er has acquired a great reputation for piety and 
facerity, will, with little art, or rather ho REH 
al, nay; without ſo much as intending it, bring his 
principles and practice into, repute, At the ſame 
time; one of a contrary. charater wich all the 
powers. of eloquence, and every other outward 
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have choſen. They try principles by their effeſta, 
1 tree by its fruits, Wherever they ſee the 
del man, hey conclude; that; be muſt be ache 
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e li be moſt excellens, as well as the moſt power- 
„fil principles, The mulkitude ar lower claſs of 
e munkind, are uſually the ſear of balf-thinkers, 
e e ir qhiv attockednee 
- per- 


elne! worth, ses bie, at the brad af 


that gives weight to his-example, and forge to his 
precepts. This weighs more with the ſober ſe-. 


kind in general, than the greateſt intellectual abi-. 


advantage, (ball fail in attempting 10 perſuade,” 
Now,whatisthisbatthatmankind proceed main- 
h is ibeir judgment. upon the veryirale whichT 
haye endeavoured to ſnow is the beſt they could 
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tbey may be (ak 4 w be acked by "Implicit faith 


the wiſeſt 2nd b noſt ſalutary of all moral maxim, 


would ſer this matter in the cleateſt Tight." But 
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e . of hag 
At any rate w 
rality of man tid are to judge in an intricate ds 
bare; darker tha 
of thoſe vb nds i; be hell find they are tits 
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en we conſider how unfit the pi 


ps, by the art and fab 
tle, if at! all, 4 > bla 


e/ In one vlew, no doubt 
but in truth, OK bottom; they zre following! 


* ſurvey o the hiſtory, either of religion is 
general; or of the Ct riſtian region im pantievtir, 


little of this 'k = hugo come within the limits of 
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4 ſingle diſcon 1 hall not therefore "ſtay to 
mention the t. wy d manner of life, and pre. Wi | 
ended ſanétity, 6g the inventors of the heathen il 

. . dolatry; tho | — applied to this ſubject; ( 

and would ſerve t 0 ſhew che univerſal ſenſey and Wl | 

general expectatie of mankind. There is ſays 

ing of an emine ———— Ch F 

ſlian Faith, 4 That gravity is of the very. effenceof WW 

© impoſture.” This is nothing elſe but a perverted 


view, and ma 
truth, that appar 


more unqueſtibnable, or that harh been more 


bel rere the general 
| ſoanctity is neceſſary to eſla- 
bn any ſacree aue, Burt there any thing 


Frequently. d;thairthat the victory of iu 
Lenin therfrft ages of Chriſtianiy; was 


ng to the ſhining piety of ibe 
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primitive Christe in ge neral, together 
ratience and conſtancy of the martyrs, han ze 
aj other mean. Reaſon, may, conyince wwe un 
lerſtanding, but example. ſeizes, and keeps pol- 
ſeſſion of the heart. It, was the eminent piety 
;nd uſefulnefs of the Jaigtsin former ages, which 

attracted ſuch, vener non, and love, from the 
multitude, as ſoon proceeded to à exit en 
cels,. Not content with imitating the arnia 


| ample of thoſe whom they held in ſuch leer by 


a natural aſſociation they affixed a ſanctity to re. 
lets, 2vd this produced a Variety of tap flitious 
practices. 1 .cannot alſo, help being of opinion, 
that it was the ſevere and mortified lives of riany 
of the retired devotees i in the Romiſh church, that 


kept that corrupt. body in credit, for ſome ages 


looger than it con _ kave'Þtheryiſe contin d. 


On the other. nd, who does not know, that 
fle moſt formidable and Re ks made 
by the reformers on that mother of . 
ons, were their expoſing the corrupt and diſſo- 
lute liyes. of her prieſts and. members. This they 
vere at'no_ ſmall f Hains to, do, both. in 4 rape | 

U in an jronical, rain. .. As the.covctoulneſs 
and/ ambition: of many, and the licentious de 
banchery of others of the clergy; firſt brought 
the doctrines Into. fulpk cion, ſo, thoſe examples 
when held up. 10 light, Nas 2 greater num- 
ber ef converts, than any abſurdities in belief, 
how proſs and p palpable ſoe ver. The truth is, we 
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ng le devine Wl canola 
by this means atria of bows 1 
e that the odĩum 9 fell apod WM. 
the rage and inhumanity of thoſe who 
that de- Wl 
ters 


T a5 J 
| Itis no juſt abjectionte. the account tl giv- 


n, that we find inſtances, in which. e 
lem to give 2 ſanction. to 


loubt, caſes. in which a man's being Known te 


nile · worthy his conduct be, in every other re- 


boy if another {ball be either wholly. pardoned, 

we geatly ex ienuated if he eſpouſe, but eſpecial- 
111 i be is active in vindica ting the principles 
. wi re eld len Buy. tne mares, 
72 7 4 the 

1 to . 8 8 e 3 - 7 4 

"I 1 the bay of = nation to 8 its a | 
Þe- Wi bon. Yet, wherever there happened to be a few mini- 
pe- len of that perſuaſion pious in their lives, and diligent 
boſe WW © the duties of their office, there were many perſons 
ad families who joined with them in communion, and 
1 their poſterity adhere to that opinion even vo this day. This 


vn the caſe in ſome places of the caſt and north country. 


e were, almoſt to a man, ignorant, ſlothful or 
ritions, they were univerſally deſerted; and hardly a o- 
ge adherent. do that perſuaſion i is now to be found. 


nit the welt country. It was to the following pur- 
poſe, .* We of the laity cannot judge upon controver- 
' ſal points, but we ſee theſe men whom you perſecute, 


' ation, and ve in their functions, while ma- 
of your clergy are ignorant, Nothful and vitious. 


** is what dme WE — the people. 
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ring ſupport from them. 1 no 


brace certain, principles. will be alone ſufficient 
o wake him odious, however blameleſs, or.even. 


hect, At the. ſame. time, perhaps, the Hilings 


But io the weſtern parts of Scptland where the Epiſco- | 


cannot omit mentioning; here. what. was ſaid by as - 
of quality, at that time, to Dr Burpet when he came ta 


' oraye in their , ſtrictly holy in their conver- . 
_—_ 


the natural and neceſſary conſequence of 19 
| ſet or̃ principles being once firmly eſtabliſheſ. 
They acquire their credit at, firſt, in the way | 
have already mentioned; but when that credi 
is high, it wi bring a faſpicion upon every thing 
that oppoſes it, however ſpecious and Promiſing 
in outward ppearance. There is nothing ſur- 
priſing here, nor, indeed, any thing but what 
is perfectly natural, for as one or a few in 
ſtances commonly do not, ſo in reaſon, they 
ought not, to ſhake the reputation of truths 
| which have been eſtabliſhed by long experi 
ence of their worth and efficacy. Neither muſ 
it be forgotten, that when examples ſeem to 
| ſition one to another, and to lead 
to different ncluſions, it is not from one of 
two that a judgment can be paſſed, but from 
many, and the compared and examined vith 
great diligence and care. ' 
| I conclude the illuſtration of this bed wi 
' remarking, that the principle above laid dow! 
will explain, in a clear and ſatisfying manner, 
two. appearances in the moral world, which ſeem 
directly to contradift one another. By what 
happens ſometimes in religion, we ſhall be apt 
to conclude, that there is' in human naturea 
proneneſs to change, or a love of novelty. pure: 
account. | Accordingly we find 
charge of mankind by ſeveral au- 
thors. Andi it cannot be denied, that ſome men, 


or lefts, often introduce new practices, which 
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geceptance- | By other examples, however, we 


1 are taught to aſcribe to human nature a ſtrong 
| uuchment to old opinions, and hatred of all in- 
credit novation. What is remarkable is, that both 
mY eſe take place chiefly in little ciecumſiances, 
"= ind things of ſmall moment; new inventions 
fur being ſometimes” gone into with a zeal, and old 
Wha ſtoms adhered to with an obſtinacy, which 
* the intrinſic value of the things contended for 
1 does not ſeem to merit on either fide. To a- 


a duals vill not be a fatixfaQtory ſolution, 
Sx for we ſee ſometimes examples of both-in the 
ea nt perſons. Bur, by ſearching a little deeper, 
eve ball unravel this difficulty, and diſcover, that 
From though the love of novelty, or a veneration for 


vin antiquity may be ſometimes the immediate prin 
| cole of action, there is another ultimate prin- 


4 ale which is the cauſe of both, and, in diffe- 


_— ent circumſtances, produres either the one or 


ner, WI the other. This principle is no other than that 
een admiration of real or ſuppoſed worth, which has 
that WY been illuſtrated above. Whoever hath acquir- 


apt ed a great reputation for piety and holineſs, may 


rea eaſily introduce any indiffere tag practice, though 
re · not common before, eſpecially, if it be conſider- 
ind ed as an evidence or expreſſion of bis piety. On 


20: this ſuppoſition, his differing from, or doing | 


en, more than others, will be taken notice of to his 


wire great reputation, and almoſt onigerka 


(ribe this to the different diſpoſitions of in- 
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pl . Bur be may much thdte" ealily Hits, 
duce à new than depart from an dl, cuſtors 
The reaſon is plain; for, ancient cuſtoms, b. 
ing been eſtabliſhed on the ground already aſſig 
ed, men are uſually very tenacious of them, and 
it requires no ſmall degree of credit and kane 
ter, either to 12 8 5 of to aboliſh them. 
We now proceed to mike Tome profile in 
provement of what bas been ſaid.” 
In the firſt place; from what has been faid op 
on this ſubject we may derive one of the pan 
eſt and moſt f atisfying proofs of the truth of the 
goſpel. A proof; level to the meaneſt capacity, 
and, therefore proper: to preſerve ordinary Chri- 
ſtians from being ſhaken by the bold and inſolent 
attacks now made on religion by ſome df the 
loweſt rank. proof, at the ſame time, not only 
deſerving the attention of the moſt intelligent, 
but which of all others, is certainly the moſt.” 
eiſive. Let us try it by its fruits, Let us compare 
the temper and character of real Chriſtians, with 
| thoſe of infidels , and ſee which of them Jeſt as 
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2 way that many different rites were brought into the 


Chriſtian church, which in a long courſe of time grew 
jnto a maſs of abominable ſuperſtition. They were at 


Melt, 


* il 


the modes or circumſtances of the 
ractice of pious perſons, but from being 
voluntary and po ely circumſtantial, they came by de. 
 grees to be conſidered as parts of religious worſhip ; and 
therefore ſinſul in the . but much more {inful 
in the impoſers. 


perhaps, 
worſhip, or pra 


cit 


ati n of ee and N 
judge. Let us take in every cireumſtance that 
"1 contribute to make the compariſon juſt and 


e, and ſee what will be the reſult. 1 ſay this, 
r becauſe I can by no means allow, that great mu- 
k tindes, though born in a country where Chri- 


flanity is profeſſed, ought to be conſidered as 
Chriſtians, when they are open and violent ene- 
nies to the goſpel in all its parts. They ought 
nher to be thrown into the ſcale of infidelity. 
gut, ſince moſt of them have formed no fixed 
principles at all, becauſe they have never thoughe = 
ypon the. ſubject, we ſhall leave them enticely | 
out of the queſtion. © _ 
s, then, the character and practice of infidels 
in general once to be compared- with that of fuch n | 
the BY ciritians as believe upon perſohal conviction? „ 
aly However much the natural ſenſe of right and 428 
255 vrong may be obſcured and perverted in ſome, [ - 
wh ſhould think there are very few, who will not ma- 
ith 
6 


riſeſtly perceive to whom the preference is due, 
lo which of the two do you find the molt regu- 
kr and fervent piety towards God? Here, per- 
haps, it will be ſaid, This is what no man ex- 
pects. to find in unbelievers, it is no part of 
keir plan, and therefore ought not to be in. 
duded in the compariſon, But as the genecal 
ſenſe of mankind. does not require it, ſol can 
derer ſuffer that our duty to God ſhould: be e- 
raſed out of the moral law, Beſides, the gene- 
1 aten now, is not Atheiſm but Theiſm. 
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auld Seen 0 f this vim are 1 
who, by their total neglect. of all religious wo- 
ſhip, are as much chargeable with impiety as in 
fidelity.— In which of the two is to be ſoun 
the greateſt ntegrity and uprightneſs in ther 
commerce between man and man, the moſt un · 
feigned good - will, and moſt active beneficenct 
io others? Is it the unbeliever, or the Chriſlia, 
who clothes the naked and deals his bread to the 
hungry? A the many noble and ancient ſtruc: 
tures raiſed for the relief of the diſeaſed and the 
poor, to whom they owe their eſtabliſhment and 
| ſupport? Which of theſe two claſſes of men 
are moſt remarkable for ſelf-government? How 
often is the unexperienced youth initiated in de. 
bauchery of all kinds, by theſe very friends of 
mankind, who charitably declaim againſt prieſt 
craft and deluſion, and happily eradicate the 
prejudices of education, by treating religion and 
and all religious perſons with derifion and ſcorn? 
With what fatal ſucceſs has the infidel often ſe- 
duced the -unwary virgin into the deftradive 

path of luſt, by firſt looſening the obligation of 
religion, and then juſtifying the indulgence of 
every natural deſire. We ſhall carry the com- 
pariſon no further in this place; but J muſt beg 
of every one who hath had the happineſs to be 
acquainted with an eminently pious, humble, 


active, uſeful ne to e whether be cn | 
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rerved by a fable invented by deſigniog villians, 

while the ĩafidel alone is in poſſeſſion of the 

trath; which is pure in its nature, and muſt be 

reopen by its fruits . 

me een ſince not only religion id gb Ab 

den, but every particular doctrine of 2 

ought to be tried by its fruits, let neither mim 
1 nor Kerpen eee 5 great W 
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I am ſenſile i it is often 1 that 1 * in- — 
ge men of unblemiſhed morals; Collins was a”. 
z zood man, fay ſome, and Shafteſbury was yet a better 1 
wan. Perhaps, theſe individuals might not be char; able 
with the moſt open diſſolution, and grofieſt-{ ality, 
which would have been inconſiſtent with their giving 
themſelves to cloſe ſtudy and application. Belides, they 
| pho affenlted with ſo much boldneſs eſtabliſhed opinions, 

' muſt have been under a conſiderable reſtraint, from a 
regard to their character and cauſe. This ougbt not 
to be rejected as an improbable berge or uncharita- 
ble allegation againſt them, who ſo liberally reproach 
others, with inſincere, hypocritical, and ſaint · like pre · 
tences, - But, after all, making even the largeſt allowan- 
ces, there is one piece of conduct, of which baths the 
abore named perſons were habitually guilty, which it is 
impoſhble for me to reconcile with good morals, even | 
vpon the laxeſt principles that have ever yet been avow- wo = 
cd.“ What 1 mean was, their ſolemnly receiving the | 
holy ſacrament; to qualify themſelves for bearing office 
in their country, though they believed it to be altoge | 


. * +> - 8& 


4 
ther impoſture and deceit. This: was ſuch a piece of „„ 0 
oss and aggravated diſſimulation, as it is impoſſible ei- b 
ber to defend in itſelf, or to KEE Nds with in * 
| epiy oponthe whole, 5 39 5 * 


* 


- one — 
alſo marked | 
to be given to * profeſſions or bald: 0 
tences, but, in fo far, as they are confirmed by 
the fact. 1 obſerve here, with much pleaſurt 
what advantage the fundamental ſeripture doc 
trines, which have been long the glory and haps 
pineſs of this church, will derive from a fal au 
full enquiry, into their influence and effeth, 
The doctrines I mean are, The loſt ſtate of may 

-by nature ; Salvation by the free grace of God; 
jaſtification by the imputed righteouſneſi of 
Chriſt ; and ſanctification by the effectual oper: 
tion of the holy Spirit. Theſe were ibe doe 
- trines of the | deformation, when their excellence WI?" 
was put beyond all doubt or queſtion, by their 

powerful and valuable effects. Many adverſaries, 15 

indeed; ſoon roſe up to contradi&t or to Corrupt 
them ; and it is much to be lamented that they 
are, at preſe t, by many, ſo boldly, and ſo vo 

lently oppoſed in this once happy iſland. But 
we may venture to affirm, that, when the doc- 
7 trine of the croſs retained its puriry and ſimpli- 
city, then was true religion, Including every mo⸗ 
ral virtue, ſeen to grow from. it as its fruit. Ou 
ide other har d, when and wherever it has been WI" 
run down, and a pretended moral doctrine hay 
been introduced, to the prejudice and ſubverſion 
of the grace o God, it hath been always follo- 

0d by a delug of peehanity and imm. | 
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oligels in general; but alf impa 
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wght, and the world in gener 
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their ways, and to make an intelligent, ſerious 
regular people, ĩhe aceuſation will not be receiv- 
d: and who will ſay that it ought? On the o- 
ther hand, is any miniſter more covetous of the 
fleece, than diligent for the welfare of the flock; 


and noiſy in promiſcuous and fooliſh: co 
tion; careleſs or partial in the exerciſe of Ale. 
pine; covering, or palliating the ſins of the great, 


and companions of profane perſons ; tho' this 


man's 12 zeal ſhould born like a flame againſt An- 
_  tinomi- 


ruth by Mais e W N 
rrobrious” titles; * It is eafy to pretend a warn 
real for the great doctrines of morality, and fre- 
ea to repeat, in à pulpit,” the neceſty of 


bo wks than by words. Let us Tu 1 8 * 


ml pr, the old objection revived zgainft U H. 
n ier who preaches. the doctrine of grace, tat 
7 it looſens the obligations to holineſs of life or ; 
con is, of all others, the moſt ſpecious: 
t, if that miniſter diſcharges his duty with eu 

as und diligence, watches over his people's ſouls; re- 
cs Woroning: rebuking,exhorting witipall long-ſuffer- 

or W's ad doctrine; is firiet and holy in his-own x 
0 converſation, adbavtivg and flying from the fo- 
ot ciety of the ungodly; and if the effect of his mi- 
1 Wt” be to turn many ſinners from the error of 


cold and heartlefs in his facred work, but — 4 


becauſe they may promote him; making friend 


[34 9 


and tho; his own unvaried firiia 
mou e neceſſity of holineſs, I would ae, 
F take hin to be any of it's real friends, 
Loet us not, my brethren, deceive, our ſelrey 
„ or l >. deceive others by plauſible pete 
5 e ILbe zealous for good works: notthe 
name, but he thing. Let us not expect to pro, 
- mote them b by 2 little cold reaſoning, or .affecte] 


E _ Howerygdleclawation; but by the Gmplicaſle 
golpel.; by the doctrine of the croſs, which wil il 6 
© not only tell men that they ought to be holy, il: 


dut effectually bring them 10 that happy ſlay, 
The leadipg principle of true holineſs, according 
to the goſpel, is a deep and grateful ſenſe oſ re 
„ deemigg love. .. For. the love of Chriſt,conſtrajn 
1 _ t, becauſe we thus Judge, that af. one died 
ä for all then were all dead, and that he died fr 
* all, that the ieh live, ſhould noi hencefarth 
„„ . unto the Melves, ul. unto 5s en 
ſbem, and ro 7 e.. 0) bay rg 
In the 3 place, from What bas: deen ad 
: this ſubject. ou may ſee, in a very ſtrong lig, 
. A how neceſſary it is, that miniſters mould be, not 
IM poly really bi t viſibly and. eminently holy; and 
_ _ with how much Gare they are hound to avoid e 
i very appearance of evil. There are ſome nini 
ſters who ſtrongly plead for liberty and freedom 
and loudly complain of the malice, uncharitable 
Te ang. cenſoriouſneſs of the world, : 4a 
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ſeem as if they defired, nay, which is till more 


woliſh, expected, that no part of their conduct 
ſhould be attended to, or any Inference draws | 
ter. Tbis 
vll never be the caſe fill they are invilible: © It 
appears, from what hath been ſaid ih the preceed- 5 
ing ſeourſe, that it is the right and the duty of 


tom it, with reſpect to their chara 


every man to try a miniſter by his fruits. Igno- 


ance indeed, may ſometimes be guilty of mi- 
ftakes'to our prejudice, and malice or- envy may WE 
80 too far; yet this is only what we ought to j 
ky our account with, and it ſhould excite us, 


fot to a contempt of the judgment of others, but 


to greater ſtrietneſs and circumſpection, that they 
may be aſhamed who falſly Oy our eee e | 


ver ation in Chriſt. 


It is very hurtful-in this as 10 many A | 
caſes, when a man views ching only on one ſide. 


dome are apt to impute ſo much to the malice 


and uncharitableneſs of the world, that they fel- . 


aum or never think themſelves as truly guilty 


of any offence or miſcarriage. I am perfuaded 


many are in a manner blinded to the errors of 
their own conduct, by this very circumſtance. 


Or; if they cannot but be ſenſible; that they have 


been guilty of ſomething that was wrong, when 


the fault is aggravated by report, they ſeem to 


think that this atones for any thing really blame- 
worthy, and ſo are hardened both againſt con- 
ſeſlon and repentance. To ſpeak without pre- 


. it is more than probable, that we are as 
much 
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r ing, but they are very good judge | 

of his life,. There is a. ee e truth in thy 
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* of eee party —— T | 

zjuſtic ne ame dane, ther, ; 
very great. | 
muſt concein him not a « wan. but « monk | 
anymore | 

L 

. every | perſon and niger Joty endeavour ; 
make our light to ſhine before men, that they may il 
. ſee our good u eee bin cur Father —_ f 
ũ in un 5 | | t 
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een meaſure, char h 
fate. to which pu ng is, a 1 & 4 | 


tay I not ſay without offence, that an eminent, ; 
ro digent, and f 15 ceſsful goſpel miniſtry Was, | 
ace the glory 2nd ble frog of this part of the u us, 
mie kingdom + i how are we. ſince fallen a- 
lep! How #5, the, geld beconie dim ! How 3s the. 
mt fine gold changed! / That theres a a difference | 
is plain ; and that this difference does not lie i in, ] 
inferior abilities or 2 leſs proportion of learning, ; 
# equally certain, . I am ſenſible, that this is a, 
art of my Tuben which would require to be | 
rouched with a very. tender and delicate e hand, i 
ad that, perhaps, 1 Trun as ; great a hazard i to - 4 
ſame and exaſperate the fore, as to bring any . 
effeftual cure. This is, indee „ Teſelf, one ftrong © 
ſſwptom of our diſeaſe, that we cannot endure 
plain dealing ; ; and there js Bot a  fingle circum- .. 
ſance, in which there is 4 greg ter Ai der 
between this and the precceding age. © , What,” | 
in former times, wand have been reckGned (5 
ſpeak in their langu e) no more than | platobeſs | 
ad miniſterial eder, would now be called 
the moſt ſlanderous invective and unpardonable | 
abuſe. Inſtead, therefore, « of taking upon me to. 
ly. yho are chiefly to be blamed as the criminal 3 


ales © of it, I ſhall only affirm a and lament the * 
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of this church a Geſpiſed, forſaken, uldeh nn. 


is 92804 in 1 . Iity: and ſlot 


ſert his 


AI that we Sap many p 


;. that mavy of the people have gone from 
mountain to n ountajn, and forgotten thelt in 
ing place, while a ſill greater number is fall, 
ſleep in ignor: ace ſecurity and floth,” "Why 
is that union, at mutual eſteem and ection, 
which once ſubliſted between miniſters any thei 


people. It muſt be acknowledged, that theirin- 


fluence and ae is, now, in 4 great meaſure 
loſt, and, ther ore, I may ſafely conclude that 
their uſefullneſs is gone. That the fault ib fl 
on one ſide, is neither a modeſt nor a \ probable 
ſRopelitiph. ould we throw the blame off pur- 
ſelves, What a terrible. load mult we, thereby, 


Jay, upon 1 115 W. bor eee 17 


in pieces by di iſion, a and pore? 9055 hr 


We may 27 y ſo, my brethren, and G's! 
fay what amounts to the ſame thing; but it h; 
not credible, Ido, therefore, i in the moſt earneſt 
manner heleech every miniſter in this audience, 
ſerioully. to think, how far he hach given juſt 
cauſe to his people to deſpiſe his perſon, or de. 
miniſtr tions. Let us not ſo inſiſt upon | 
the i ignorance, prez judices, and weakneſs of the | 
giddy multitude, as if a failure on our 90 
. We way de e Lag” 


TINTED 4 


1 


3 : 
1 p 
% 

528 


nes 8. £3 as mu * 
wo on ll + pirate | pen ic 


e 


3 
think it is folkcieut thr Hi 40 0 from 


ll e fuch as blaſphemy, Hot, aud uncden 
. pied be God; nothing of this kind would yet 
here he ſuffered among 1 us without cenſure. Bur there 
lon, 770 , many other things, which, either MNparatel. | 
bet or together, render | ie Jultly copteinp- 
. on which no law. either dvil« or eccleſi altic 
ar 5 lay bold. If obe fet Apart ie the Tevice'or 
hat chrilt in tbe goſpel, manifeſtly ſhows his duty 
al lo be a burden, and does no more work than 
ble is barely, ſufficient to, ſereen him, from | cenſure ; ; 
. F be. reckons it A piece of improvement how | 
„ dom or how ſhort he can preach, and makes 
4 his boall how x many omiſſions be has brought 5 a 


patient, and an ibjuried, people to endure with- 
nm out complaint ; while, at the ſame time, he can- 
Mt not ſpeak with temper, | of thoſe who are willing 
ro to do more than kümſelf h. | mpoſſible i it 
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1 Bs every. real Chri 

* The things here in viev 

„ | hay , are difficult to ne; and, therefore, I 
- fhall not attempt to be more particular. But 1 
n 

e 

is 

fi 
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iew bo a are eat 


cannot forbear warning you againſt, and point- 
Ing out the evil of two pieces of diſhoneſty, 
w ich may poſſibly | be found united to, gravity 
and decency i in other reſpects. One of them is 
common in our neighbour kingdom, and may 
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be 17 9 5 7 your ns it with an at 


of "v5 com D icated gu ae, How can he take 
8. him to. : \Feprove Eien for fin, or to train 


"ef is chargeab 1e with direct, N 100 
1 perjury. "I know othing ſo nearly 
"It; as nt caſes in ade! in which 


| Agpravate Re! ; fraud, 16% ee or Wa 
ethers ſwear ci ntrary to. truth. This is. juf 


reputed ſcand lons even 10 ie world, and, ye 

I know no citcumſtarice in | which they differ 
that does not tend to ſhow it tobe leſs criminal 
than the other; We are not yet To much hard- 
ned in this ſin as many in our neighbour church, 
_ for T bave neve xr found any among us ſo bold, 
48 to profeſs and defend ji it. But, if no ſuch thing 
is at all admitted ang us, Why i is there lo 
— heavy, a ſuſpicion. of i it? F Why do fox mapy com- 
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why are not ſuch cc 


yon this occaGion rand . — 


ſen to introduce it upon this ſubject, that I may 


attack-it not as an error, but as a fraud, not as a 
niſtake in judgment, but an inſtanee of groſs 

dboneſty and inſincexity of heart. Suppaſing, 
therefore, that there may poſſibly be truth in the 
charge againſt ſome of us, I muſt beg every mi · 


 riſter, but eſpecially thoſe young perſons who. 


hare an eye to that ſacred office to ren amber, 
that God will not be mocked; tho'. the world 
may be deceived. In his light, no gravity. of de- 
portment, no pretence to freedom of inquiry, 
a thing excellent in itſelf, no regular exereiſe of 
the right of private judgment will warrant or 
excuſe ſuch a lie ſor gain, as —_— innen 
what they do not believe. mama. 

:The other particular I propoſed: to.r mention 
i theſolemn atteſtation of men's characters, not 
only in general, but for particular qualities, 
without any ſauisfying knowledge whether the 
thing affirmed is true or falſe. This hath been 
offen done in the church of Scotland, not by 
partieular perſos, with whom we might renounce 
relation, but by conſent of many, gravely and 
SR conſtituted Courts. Can we avoid 
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des es bed of fir when Geh ws 


a ſigned atteſtation to particular perſons that "they | 
re ſtrict obſervers of the Sabbath, and wor- 
gularly in their families, while the 


— perſons atteſting knew nothing of the matter, 


and, in fact, with regard to ſome of them, it 
was ablotntely | fal fe, + Would there be a "Wie 
ing voice, in affirming; that ſuch men muſt have 
been loſt to allf ſe of integrity, and utterly un 
worthy of reg d. What ſhall we fay, if the ſame 
thing is done among vs every day, and defend- 


ed by no better argument, than the judgment of 


charity; which believeth all things. Charity teach- 
es us to believe no ill of another without ſatis- 
fying evidence, and forbids us to ſpread it, al- 
though it be true, without apparent necellity ; 
but will chariry- either juſtify or excuſe us, in 

folemoly affirm ing a poſitive fact, the exiſtence 
of which is uncertain in itſelf, and to us un- 


known. I do not take upon me to ſay, t rhat all are 


bad men who are puilty; by act or cor ſent, of 
this practice, becauſe I do not know how far the 
plea of ignorance or miſtake may go; but this 
may be ſafely ſaid that they do in a public capa- 
city, what, if they were io do in a private ca- 
3 0 
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m ek ra pariuary hav fie bronghe re: | 
uon the church of cotla [7 


hen day. In the mean time, 


js juibregard 46-60 neee das £ 


lt the lt places 1 maſt beg — 
5 general; on the ſub» = 
jeet of this diſcourſe. yas Par eee Eo 
thren, from the in 85 
rule you ought to jodges ts allreligiouticantro- 
ſerſies where a determination is ne "Try 
il principles by their effects, and every perſonꝰs 
pretetices by his conduct. Examine, a8 far as 
you have proper evidence; who have real and vi- 
tal religion moſt at heart, and what meaus do 
effectually' promote ir. Bellede not every profeſ- 
fon; but ſee which is moſt conſiſtent in: all irs 
parts. © Have patience, in difficult caſes, till the 
tree have time to bring its fruits to maturity. 
Time will often write a clear and legible charac- 
ter, on what was very dark and dubious at firſt. 
1 probable: ſome will be ready to ſay, 
tere is no ſmall doubtfulneſs in this rule itſelf. 
There may be found good men of many diffe- 
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iſduf a departure ſrom theſe principles, and il 
diſpenſation f-ordinances, which he ſees to 

beſt . for building him up in holineſs and comſo 
through faith unto ſalvation. The truth is, o 

0 * en n to teach men 

veen the upright Aae wort 

i: purſons Do not reproach meg men mei 

= ly becauſe] me ee ans the other perſua 
don. e * ier wicked or a wor 

a man in the office of a miniſter, avoid the wc 

'3 "Un:ſheep's- clot i at for your own ſake, and, 
poſſible, drag off his diſguiſe, that others may n 

5 de bie prey.” Fhat doth it ſignify what par 
2 mut is of, if of e foundations are deſtroyed, ar 
oo + Joh and holineſs, theſe inſeparable companior 
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to bis open e ee ere 
Tbere is a wonderful, though a natural union, 
among all worldly men, againſt the ſpirit and 

of true religion wherever it appears. 8 
ſorry to add, that this is one of the inſtances in 
which the children of this world are wiſer in their 
generation than the children of light. Nia: 
will not meet together on earth for the wor- 
ſhip of God, who ſhall have but one temple at 
aft, where all from the eaſt and from the weſt, 


from the north and from the ſouth, ſhall meet, 


and join in their Creator and Redeemer's praiſe. 
The terms of admiſſion into, and of excluſion : 4 
from this happy dwelling are recorded in the folk 
lowing remarkable terms, with which T ſhall counnsmgn 
clude this diſcourſe, as, indeed they are the ſum © 

of all that has been faid in it, And there ſhall in 

10 wiſe enter into it, any thing that defileth, 

neither whatſoever worketh abomination, or mak» - © 

th a lie, but they which are written i in the. . 
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